      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th January 2020 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs.Atkinson,Cummings, Fairclough,  Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Skinley, Taylor 
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

There were seven members of the public.
845/20  To receive apologies
       NONE
846/20        To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2019
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th November 2019 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
847/20         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
848/20   To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Member of the public complained about overhanging trees/flooding issues at the entrance to the BT telephone exchange on the A59, Rufford.

Simon Strangeway asked the council for permission to plant various fruit trees he had received in a number of locations within the Rufford Field area. A site map with locations was provided.

Member of the public complained about a street light needing to be replaced. They had contacted LCC Highways with a ref. no 221845, as yet they were still awaiting action from LCC Highways.

Member of the public also complained about flooding issues on Holmeswood Road being dangerous – the worst being near Rufford Park area.

The meeting was reconvened.
849/20     To consider planning applications as below:

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals.
Firtree Nurseries, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness- Use of land and premises as retail garden centre.

Ongoing planning
NONE

Planning decision granted
2019/0809/FUL  Woodlands Pet Hotel, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood.

Replacement small animal shelter and resident’s cat lodge. Demolition of existing small animal shelter and outbuildings.

T/2019/0123/TP 1, Longshaw Close, Rufford

T1 -Remove lower lateral limb overhanging the road. Prune lower branches away from the garage. Prune lower branches on T2 from the garage.

2019/1052/FUL Annbol Cottage, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Application for rear extension (retrospective)

2019/1082/FUL  22, Mill Hey Lane, Rufford

Proposed single storey extension to rear, first floor extension to rear and 2 storey extension to side.

T/2019/0117/TP  Kennels and Cattery, Mere Sands Wood

Grant consent subject to conditions. T1 -  Fell. Potential danger due to increased lean.

2019/0486/LDC  Paddy House Farm, 36,Wiggins Lane,Holmeswood

Certificate of lawfulness- Use of land as domestic garden and retention of rockery and pond, spoil mound and area of hardstanding, leading to and around the pond.

T/2019/0102/TP  1, Longshaw Close, Rufford

T1- Crown raise 4-5m. Consent subject to conditions.

Planning decisions refused.

2019/1064/FUL  Fettlers Wharf  Marina, Rufford

Temporary consent to erect a prefabricated timber building for use by the boaters as a social space.

Prior approval planning

2019/1310/PNC Building to the North east of Chase Cottage, Flash Lane, Rufford

Application for determination as to whether prior approval of details is required. Change of use of agricultural building to 3 dwelling houses and for associated development.
It was resolved by the council it did not support this application as it did not fit in with the Parish Landscape Character Assessment Plan and also restricted access.

2019/1140/PIP Fayre Game Ltd., Liverpool Rd., Rufford

Application for permission in principle of erection of four dwellings
It was resolved by the council it did not support this application as it did not fit in with the parish landscape Character Assessment plan and also restricted access.
   850/20To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022414  AEDonate Charity. Donation towards defib Holmeswood Chapel  £499.00

022415  Hilldale website donation





£100.00

022416  AEDonate charity. Donation towards Highsands Ave defib
£450.00

022417  R Wilkins Ground maintenance Rufford/Holmeswood

£728.50

022418  K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin


£607.37

022419  H Fraser consultants





          £5,148.00

022420  B Mawdsley - park gate monies




 £73.00

022421  Holmeswood Village hall  -  gardening work


£260.00

022422  KC Computers ink






£27.99

022423  B Mawdsley park gate monies Nov. 2019



£107.00

022424  R Wilkins park maintenance





£427.50

022425  K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin


£569.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved..

Income : 

Rufford & Holmeswood FC towards pitch maintenance Nov. 2019

£100.00

Miscellaneous: 

Transfer from Rufford Parish Council Interest Acc to Business Acc.
£10,000

851/20  To remove Peter Grace and Steve Bycroft - retired councillors from Rufford Parish Council Santander accounts.




852/20  Discuss finance meeting

It was resolved by the council to hold the Finance Meeting on Monday 27th January 2020

853/20 Discuss highway issues, Holmeswood Road / Church Road etc.
Holmeswood Road

It was resolved by the council that LCC Cllr Eddie Pope would investigate this matter.
Church Road, Rufford

Cllr Taylor informed the council that the highways group were awaiting another meeting and would inform the council on the outcome of the meeting.
854/20   Discuss M.U.G.A., Rufford Park

Cllr. Gordon informed the council it was in the final stages of going infront of the planning committee and would keep the council informed.
855/20   Flood Risk
The council discussed the flood ditch behind the houses on Smithy Lane, Holmeswood. Cllr. Skinley suggested a geo-physical surveyor of the adjacent land to try and locate the outlet pipe.
It was resolved by the council for Cllr. Skinley to obtain an estimate cost for this work and the council would discuss it at the Finance Meeting in January 2020.
856/20   Highways and Footpaths
The council discussed a cracked manhole cover on the A59, opposite Holly Lane, Rufford.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to contact LCC highways.
The council discussed No 7 lampost on Church Road needs attention.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to investigate the matter.

857/20   Public Footpaths
NONE
838/19       Village Halls

            Rufford
It was discussed by the council regarding the shipping container used by the pre-school , rear of Rufford Village Hall with regards to tidying it up inside the container.

It was resolved by the council to investigate the problem.

            Holmeswood
NONE

859/20 Recreation Ground
NONE
860/20  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
861/20  Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

862/20     To note and approve the clerk’s report.

The Clerk informed the council that Burscough Parish Council has now become a town council from 1st January 2020

The council noted the information.
863/20      To note police information
NONE
864/20     To note the date of the next meeting; this being the Parish Assembly scheduled for 16th March 2020
It is noted that the date of the next meeting;this being the Parish Assembly as being 16th March 2020
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.25pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
